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8th Grade Environmental Science


                                      Jackson Middle School



Contact Information:

	Sarah Garrett
	763-506-5375
	Sarah.Garrett@anoka.k12.mn.us
	http://www.anoka.k12.mn.us/jmsgarrett


Course Outline 

What will we be learning this year?  

· Trimester One – Characterizing Earth’s Ecosystems:

· Field Skills – tools of the environmental scientist, how we study our Earth

· MN Biomes  - how the abiotic and biotic factors in each interact
· Biomes of the World – what organisms are found in them and how they interact
· Trimester Two – Environmental Issues:

· Sphere Interactions – geosphere/lithosphere, biosphere, atmosphere, hydrosphere

· Water and Water Quality – where our water is found, the water cycle, and pollutants
· Trimester Three – Service Learning Project:

· Global Climate Change – how human and natural processes affect Earth’s climate

· Service Learning Project – students pick an issue to address and develop an action plan

Student Expectations:

· Be on time

· Come prepared

· Be respectful

Grading:

· 70% = Assessments (including but not limited to tests/quizzes, labs, and projects)
· 20% = Homework/Lab Work/Daily work/Participation/Assignments
· 10% = Trimester Final
There will be plenty of time to finish most assignments in class if you use your time wisely.  For those who do not, you will have homework to complete the work you did not finish in class.


Upcoming assignments and their deadlines will be entered into AH Connect frequently, so that parents and guardians know when work needs to be completed.  Grades will be updated at least bi-weekly on AH Connect.  Please check them frequently.  
Homework Procedures:
Student late work will be accepted as follows-

· 60% if turned late, but before the end of the trimester

Materials:

What supplies do I need to bring to class the first week?

1. One ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE ONLY 3-ringed binder  (1 inch +)
2. One notebook or loose-leaf paper

3. Writing utensils (pencils and pens)

4. Colored Pencils

OPTIONAL MATERIALS – I am looking for these items to be donated for the class use:

Boxes of Kleenex, Clorox Wipes, Gallon-Sized Ziploc Bags
